
Foster Medical Guidelines
Updated January 2023

When you pick your animal up off of Transport or Vet Appointments:
Please email vet@pawscoadoptions.org any records you acquire immediately post
transport/pickup or vet appointments. All tags (rabies, microchip, PawsCo) must be
affixed to the animal’s collar immediately off of transport or at vet appointments.

Foster Communication:
Please include the PawsCo animal number in all email communications.

Routine Vetting and Policy:
All animals must attend Intake for basic vetting:

● If Intake is full, please email vet@pawscoadoptions.org to see if we can extend
hours.

● If not, please plan on signing up for an available time slot.
○ No sick animals at Intake without prior approval from the Vet Care

Team. This includes sneezing, coughing, ringworm, etc.
○ If a sick animal is approved to come to Intake they must stay in the

foster’s car and the Vet Care Team will come out for assessment.
● Fosters will receive a Foster Intake Form which should follow the animal to all

vet appointments and any future Intake appointments.

All cats must keep separate from other cats, unless they are from the same litter,
until they get tested for FeLV/FIV and have attended Intake.

All animals must be up to date on all routine vetting completed prior to being in a
public setting.

● Public settings include, but are not limited to:
○ Dog parks
○ PawsCo events
○ Daycare
○ Teddy Cat Cafe
○ Chuck & Don’s

Routine Vetting:
● Spay/Neuter (8-12 weeks of age – must be cleared by Vet Care Team)
● Rabies Vaccine (12-16 weeks of age –Veterinary discretion)
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● FeLV/FIV Test (Feline)
● FVRCP Vaccine (Feline)
● DAPP Vaccine (Canine)
● Bordetella (Canine)
● Microchip
● Dewormed
● Heartworm Test (Canine)
● Heartworm Prevention (Canine)

What to do if your foster has a medical issue?
If you feel your foster is feeling under the weather or is injured, please contact
vet@pawscoadoptions.org

● All animal health questions/concerns should be communicated with
vet@pawscoadoptions.org

In case of an emergency:
If there is a medical emergency, please call 720-675-8758 and text 402-480-0764
(Madison Martin, Executive Director) immediately.

● If you truly believe it is a matter of life or death, take the animal to the closest
emergency or after hours clinic and call the emergency line as soon as it is
safe to do so.

Setting up Vet Appointments:
All veterinary appointments must be approved by the Vet Care Team.

● Fosters must only schedule vet appointments at a PawsCo veterinary partner,
designated by the Vet Care Team.

○ Not all vet partners are appropriate for certain services, so the Vet Care
Team will let you know which vet partners are approved for your foster
animal’s needs after seeing the animal at Intake or reviewing available
records for the animal.

● Once approved, communicate the date and location of the appointment to
vet@pawscoadoptions.org.

● Please follow the Vet Care Team’s instructions at Intake for scheduling
additional vetting such as spay/neuter, at an approved PawsCo partner
veterinarian.

● PawsCo does not allow any of the basic vetting that was administered by the
Vet Care Team, to be performed at a veterinary clinic, unless you have
permission from the Vet Team.

● If a Veterinarian has concerns of an ailment the Veterinarian must contact the
Vet Care Team to get approval for any diagnostics/treatment they are
recommending.

● Post appointment: affix any tags you receive (Rabies, microchip, etc.) to your
foster’s collar.
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● Email vet@pawscoadoptions.org an update and a digital copy of all paperwork
you received. Please verify the records are readable before sending, as they
become a permanent part of the animal’s file.

Notes for Spay/Neuter appointments:
● We recommend bathing your foster (if needed) prior to spay/neuter, as

animals cannot receive a bath 7-14 days post surgery.
● If your animal has a complication post surgery (examples include but are not

limited to: swollen/bruised scrotum, open incision, infected incision), please
contact the vet clinic that performed the operation, and communicate this
information to the Vet Care Team.

● Male dogs and cats can stay fertile for up to 2 weeks after they are neutered,
therefore please ensure recently neutered males avoid contact with any intact
females.

Medications:
Please give all medication as directed by the Vet Care Team or the Veterinarian.

Do not give any medications to your foster without prior approval of the Vet Care
Team or the prescribing Veterinarian.

When your foster is adopted:
● Rabies and/or microchip tags should be sent home with the adopter.
● If your foster puppy or kitten received a series of dewormer, please send this

home with the adopter.

Thanks for all you do and being a part in saving lives with PawsCo! Please let us
know if you have any questions.
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